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Curios  and  Relics 

Clothing  Accessories 


Umbrella 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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April  23,  1932 


Mrs.  Cora  Kidwell 

300  South  Perry  Street 

Hagewstown,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mrs.  Kidwell t 

The  story  about  the  Lincoln  umbrella  Interests  me 
very  much.    I  am  wondering  if  you  would  be  willing  to  tell  me 
just  how  you  gained  possession  of  it  so  that  it  night  be 
treoed  back  to  prove  its  authenticity. 

'He  would  appreciate  any  information  you  ere  able  to 
give  us  ebout  it. 

Bespectfully  yours. 


LAW : LH 


Director 
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May  3,  1932 


Mrs.  Cor©  Kidwell 
300  S.  Perry  Street 
Urge rs town,  Indiana 

Deer  Mrs.  Kiawell: 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  April  27  referring  to 
the  Lincoln  umbrella .  Sometime  when  I  am  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hagerstown  I  will  atop  to  see  you. 


Bstpect fully  yours. 


LAWtLH 


I irector 
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LINCOLN'S  APPAREL,  HEAD 
TO  FOOT 

The  Lincoln  Historical  Research 
Foundation  is  gathering  information 
about  wearing  apparel  associated  with 
Lincoln.  The  list  that  follows  is  but 
a  sample  of  an  interesting  compilation 
of  relics  and  curios  which  have  been 
treasured  because  of  their  connection 
with  the  emancipator. 

There  has  been  no  attempt  in  this 
compilation  to  separate  the  purely 
traditional  items  from  those  which 
have  come  down  well  authenticitated 
but  there  has  been  a  careful  check  to 
see  that  the  same  item  has  not  been 
listed  twice. 

Hats 

Hat  worn  by  Lincoln  now  in  the  01- 
royd  collection.  It  is  a  good  7*4  in 
size.  In  addition  to  a  heavy  black 
band  around  it  there  is  another  tiny 
band  with  a  dainty  buckle.  This  is  the 
hat  supposed  to  have  been  used  as  a 
football  the  night  of  Lincoln's  elec- 
tion to  the  presidency. 

Hat  worn  by  Lincoln  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Chicago  Historical  So- 
ciety museum. 

Beveridge  said:  "This  hat  is  six 
and  seven-eighths  or  by  stretching 
it,  seven." 

Hat  worn  by  Lincoln  on  the  night  of 
his  assassination. 

These  hats  were  of  the  stovepipe 
variety  so  often  worn  by  Lincoln  and 
which  proved  to  be  almost  indispen- 
sable to  him.  In  the  high  crowns  were 
carried  at  various  times,  according  to 
his  occupation,  surveyor's  notes,  let- 
ters, dispatches,  newspaper  clippings, 
lawyer's  briefs  and  state  papers  of  all 
sorts. 

Hair 

Lock  of  hair  taken  from  Lincoln's 
head  just  after  his  death.  It  was  giv- 
en originally  to  Dr.  Chas.  L.  Taft,  an 
attending  surgeon  at  the  death  bed, 
and  was  acquired  from  the  doctor's 
son  by  William  H.  Lambert,  a  collector 
of  Lincolniana,  from  whose  estate  it 
was  purchased  by  the  present  owner. 

Coats 

Coat  worn  by  Lincoln  on  the  night 
of  his  assassination  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society. 

It  was  presented  by  Frank  G.  Lo- 
pan,  who  obtained  it  in  1789  from 
Thomas  F.  Pendel,  a  doorkeeper  at  the 
White  House  during  the  Civil  War. 
Charles  Forbes,  another  veteran  at- 
tache of  the  Executive  Mansion  also 
swore  to  the  genuineness  of  the  gar- 
ment. 

Dress  coat  worn  by  Lincoln. 


Suits 

A  whole  suit  of  clothes  supposed  to 
include  the  original  coat  worn  by  Lin- 
coln on  the  night  of  his  assassination. 
This  was  sold  in  Philadelphia  in  1924 
and  aroused  a  furor  on  the  part  of 
those  who  claim  the  coat  in  the  Chi- 
cago Historical  Society  is  the 
original. 

Overcoat 

Overcoat,  badly  torn  and  wrinkled, 
was  also  sold  with  the  suit  in  Phila- 
delphia. On  the  dark  silk  lining  is  the 
inscription  "One  Country,  one  des- 
tiny." 

Stock 

A  badly  faded  silk  stock  was  with 
the  suit  sold  in  Philadelphia. 

Cuff  Buttons 
Cuff  buttons  worn  by  Lincoln  in  pos- 
session of  a  San  Francisco  man. 

Gloves 

Gloves  worn  by  Lincoln  on  the  night 
of  his  assassination. 

Gloves  worn  by  Lincoln  on  the  night 
of  his  assassination  were  exhibited  in 
1929  by  a  New  York  church.  The 
Pastor  of  this  church  said  the  articles 
had  belonged  at  one  time  to  Captain 
Benjamin  Richardson,  a  friend  of  Lin- 
coln, and  were  loaned  by  a  grand- 
daughter of  the  captain. 

Handkerchief 
Sheer  linen,  blood  stained  handker- 
chief Lincoln  carried  on  the  night  of 
his  assassination.  In  one  corner  is  the 
name  A.  Lincoln  worked  in  tiny  letters 
of  red.  This  was  given  by  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln to  a  member  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  who  was  in  addition  a 
close  friend  of  her  husband.  It  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  his  descendants. 

Ring 

Ring  presented  by  Lincoln  to  Joseph 
Medill,  then  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Chicago  Tribune,  and  given  by  him  to 
George  Armstrong,  a  member  of  the 
Lincoln  guard  of  honor.  It  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Illinois  State  Historic 
Library  by  the  husband  of  a  niece  of 
Armstrong. 

Watch 

Watch  presented  to  Lincoln  and  on 
his  death  given  to  the  widow  of  the 
giver.  A  great  many  disputes  have 
arisen  over  the  ownership  but  it  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  a  son  of  the  maker. 

Watch  carried  by  Lincoln  during  the 
Civil  War  which  tells  the  date  as  well 
as  the  time  and  is  about  twice  the  size 
of  a  modern  watch  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  family  in  Denmark.  It  was 
made  by  an  American  whose  heirs  pre- 
sented it  to  Lincoln. 

Canes 

Gold  headed  cane  given  Lincoln  in 
1851  by  John  A.  McClernand  and  later 
presented  by  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  a  Spring- 
field minister  who  in  turn  bequeathed 
it  to  a  member  of  the  British  House  of 
Commons  in  accordance  with  Lincoln's 
wishes. 

A  straight  black  ebony  cane  curious- 
ly carved  and  inlaid  carried  by  Lin- 


coln on  the  night  of  his  assassination. 
Just  below  the  handle  behind  thick 
glass  is  "Abe  Lincoln"  then  a  carved 
heart  and  "rail  splitter."  Next  are  nine 
dots  representing  the  nine  states  from 
which  slavery  was  abolished.  An  af- 
fidavit accompanying  the  cane  relates 
that  a  janitor  found  it  in  the  theatre 
box  after  the  shooting  and  gave  it  to 
Dr.  von  Dolcke  of  Washington. 

Cane  made  from  wood  of  Henry  Clay 
home  and  carried  by  Lincoln  on  his 
journey  to  the  White  House  and  dur- 
ing the  debates  with  Douglas. 

Cane  carried  by  Lincoln  in  the  In- 
augural procession. 

Cane  Lincoln  made  for  his  stepmoth- 
er, Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,  in  1830  which 
was  presented  by  one  of  her  relatives 
to  the  Chicago  Historical  Society. 

Shawl 

Shawl  worn  by  Lincoln  both  at 
Springfield  and  Washington.  This  was 
his  favorite  wrap  and  what  he  wore 
when  visiting  the  telegraph  office  and 
hospitals  at  night  during  the  Civil 
War.  This  with  other  personal  articles 
were  obtained  from  Charles  Forbes, 
Lincoln's  confidential  attendant  in 
1892,  and  now  in  the  museum  of  the 
Chicago  Historical  Society. 

Umbrella 

Umbrella  Lincoln  left  in  Richmond 
in  January,  1865,  on  his  visit  there 
directly  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

Frame  of  the  umbrella  carried  by 
Lincoln  in  the  Inaugural  Procession. 

Umbrella  carried  by  Lincoln  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  Chicago  Histori- 
cal museum. 

Satchel 

Valise  or  satchel  carried  by  Lincoln 
during  the  debates  with  Douglas.  It 
is  of  unusual  weight  consisting  of  a 
heavy  wooden  box  covered  with  leath- 
er and  reinforced  by  iron  girders  that 
are  securely  fastened  by  brass  studded 
tacks.  This  was  given  by  Lincoln  per- 
sonally just  before  he  left  for  Wash- 
ington to  one  of  his  Springfield  neigh- 
bors as  a  token  of  friendship.  In  it 
were  documents  and  papers  which  Lin- 
coln thought  would  interest  his  friend. 
The  son  of  this  man  still  owns  it  and 
has  loaned  it  to  the  Ferry  Museum. 

Carpet  Bag 
Carpet  bag  Lincoln  carried  when 
traveling. 

Nightgown 
Nightgown  Lincoln  carried  with  him 
when  traveling. 

Socks 

A  pair  of  blue  worsted  socks  which 
were  so  badly  destroyed  by  moths  that 
they  were  burned. 

Boots 

Boots  worn  by  Lincoln  the  night  he 
was  assassinated  were  left  by  the  man 
in  whose  room  the  martyred  president 
died  in  payment  of  a  debt  and  never 
redeemed. 


Rubbers  Lincoln  Wore 
And  Umbrella  Among 
Collection  in  Chicago 

Special  from  Monitor  Bureau 

CHICAGO,  Feb.  12— A  pair  of  old 
rubbers,  a  worn  umbrella  and  a 
boy's  arithmetic  lesson  are  among 
the  most  precious  possessions  of  the 
Chicago  Historical  Society.  For 
they  once  belonged  to  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  they  form  some  of  the 
most  valuable  items  in  the  current 
exhibit  of  Lincoln  mementos  and 
manuscript  arranged  for  this  anni- 
versary week. 

Year  by  year  the  Chicago  Lincoln 
collection,  already  an  important  , 
one,  grows  richer  as  it  receives  gifts  ! 
and  loans  from  people  whose  fami-  j 
lies  knew  the  great  American.  Many  j 
flashes  from  his  life  are  caught  as  | 
one  studies  the  exhibits. 

Among  the  most  treasured  pos- 
sessions of  the  historical  society  are  , 
two  Lincoln  letters  which  came  into  - 
its  files  in  the  last  couple  of  years,1 
one  to  "My  dear  General  Grant," 
discussing  war  matters;  the  other  to 
a  publisher,  less  important  histor- 
ically but  of  even  greater  human 
interest  because  it  illustrates  the 
nroverbial  honesty  of  "Old  Abe."  It 
was  written  Jan.  24,  1860,  at  the  time 
the  Lincoln-Douglas  debates  were 
being  published.  Lincoln  was  having 
his  speeches  published  in  Ohio  when 
he  was  asked  by  Douglas'  publisher, 
Mr.  James  W.  Sheahan,  for  access 
to  the  original  copies  of  Lincoln's 
sddresses.  Replying  with  the  in- 
formation, Lincoln  added: 

"You  labor   under  a  mistake, 
somewhat  injurious  to  me,  if  you 
suppose  I  have  revised  the  speeches 
in  any  just  sense  of  the  word— 
I  only  made  some  small  verbal 
•  corrections,  mostly  such  as  an  in- 
telligent reader  would  make  for  |  * 
himself;  not  feeling  justified  to  do  t 
more,     when     republishing    the  t* 
speeches  along  with  those  of  Sen-  ,  c 
ator  Douglas— his  and  mine  be-  jl 
ing  mutually  answers  and  replies  |  J 
to  one  another. 

"Yours  truly  t 
"A.  Lincoln."  X 
This    letter    was    given    to  the 
Historical  Society  by  Mr.  George  H.  v 
Sheahan,  a  son  of  the  man  to  whom  n 
it  was  written.  b 


Valued  Property 

No  matter  how  humble  the  possession, 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  proud  of  ownership 
and  safeguarded  his  property  carefully.  He 
was  attentive,  for  example,  to  a  faded  green 
umbrella,  its  knob  gone,  and  so  dilapidated 
that  he  had  to  tie  a  string  about  the  middle 
to  keep  it  from  napping  open. 

His  friends,  ever  anxious  about  his  ap- 
pearance, might  have  fouhd  it  convenient  to 
replace  the  worn  weather  guardian,  except 
for  one  precaution  that  Lincoln  had  taken. 
When  he  opened  it  against  the  rain  one  day, 
they  saw  the  crude  lettering,  cut  from  white 
muslin  and  sewed  on  the  inside.  It  spelled 
out,  "A.  Lincoln." 


Its  name  indicates  its  character 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


R.Gerald  McMurtry 


Director 


May  23,  1957 


Postmaster 
Kagerstown,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

I  would  like  to  contact  a  Mrs.  Cora  Kidwell  if  she  is  living, 
or  one  of  her  living  relatives.    In  1932  Mrs.  Kidwell' s  address  was: 
300  South  Perry  Street,  Hagerstown,  Indiana. 

In  our  files  we  have  some  correspondence  of  Mrs.  Kidwell 
concerning  an  umbrella  that  once  belonged  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  We 
would  like  to  know  what  disposition  was  made  of  that  relic. 


P.S.    I  enclose  a  stamped  envelope  for  your  reply. 


Dear  Sir: 

Mrs.  Cora  Kidwell  has  been  dead  many  years,  and  her 
household  furniture  and  place  has  been  sold. 

I  have  no  Idea  where  the  article  mentioned  would  be 
and  to  my  knowledge  there  are  no  living  relatives  around  here* 


Can  you  help  me  in  regard  to  this  matter ? 


Yours  sincerely, 


RGMrmm 


